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Unconventional language can 
impart certain unsayable 
knowledge and in other cases 
prompt experiential attainment 
of unsayable knowledge.
I propose two Intellectual Virtues:
1. Literary Expressibility: Literary Expressibility is the characteristic 
ability to (a) promote knowledge of what it is like through literary 
expression, and (b) generate reflective knowledge from an animal 
knowledge of what it is like, where (a) and (b) are interrelated.
2. Ellipticality: Ellipticality is the characteristic ability to (1) identify 
situations in which conventional communication will not confer 
sufficient knowledge, and (2) use unconventional communication to 
impel another to the circumstances that will confer sufficient 
knowledge, where (1) and (2) are interrelated.
I. The Modest Picture of Unsayable Truths
A writer - and, I believe, generally all persons - must think that 
whatever happens to him or her is a resource. All things have been 
given to us for a purpose, and an artist must feel this more intensely. 
All that happens to us, including our humiliations, our misfortunes, 
our embarrassments, all is given to us as raw material, as clay, so that 
we may shape our art. 
- (Jorge Luis Borges, Twenty-Four Conversations with Borges: 
Interviews by Roberto Alifano 1981-1983)
“literary art can be a source of knowledge”
I know that cakes are baked
I know how to bake a cake
I know what it is like to bake a cake
≠

 ‘Knowledge of what it is 
like’ is valuable for its ability 
to force one to revise or 
modify their concepts and/or 
convictions.
“Knowledge of what it is like 
to be trapped in a labyrinthian 
bureaucracy”
“Knowledge of what it is 













Wow, bureaucracy can 
become labyrinthian

 II. The Ambitious Picture of Unsayable Truths
Cast away all speech.
Our words may express it,
but cannot hold it.
The way of letters leaves no trace,
yet the teaching is revealed.






A monk once said to Fuketsu Oshō: “Speech and silence tend 
toward separation [from It] or concealment [of It]. How shall 
we proceed so as not to violate It?
Fuketsu replied with the following verse:
‘I always remember the Kōnan in the spring,
The partridges crying and flowers spilling their fragrance.’
Here is the 
moon
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Intellectual Virtues -- What Are 
They?
Aristotelian Virtue: The 
mean between two 
extremes
Cowardice Courage            Foolhardiness 
Self-effacing  Proper Pride Pompous
     Uncritical Open-Mindedness    Prejudice
Intellectual Meekness Intellectual Humility     Intellectual Arrogance
Unfocused Curiosity Apathy
Baehr’s Personal Worth Conception: an IV is a character trait that contributes 
to its possessor’s “personal intellectual worth”, or that makes its possessor an 
intellectually good or better person.
Driver’s Consequentialism: an IV is a character trait that enables one to 
realize their capacity for intellectual development and attainment of true belief.
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to its possessor’s “personal intellectual worth”, or that makes its possessor an 
intellectually good or better person.
Driver’s Consequentialism: an IV is a character trait that enables one to 
realize their capacity for intellectual development and attainment of true belief.
Objection!
I will revise 
my beliefs
(The Modest Virtue of) Literary Expressibility: the characteristic ability to (a) 
promote knowledge of what it is like through literary expression, and (b) 
generate reflective knowledge from an animal knowledge of what it is like, 
where (a) and (b) are interrelated.
(The Ambitious Virtue of) Ellipticality: the characteristic ability to (1) identify 
situations in which conventional communication will not confer sufficient 
knowledge, and (2) use unconventional communication to impel another to the 




“I don't wanta hear all your word descriptions of words words words 
you made up all winter, man I wanta be enlightened by actions.”
General Takeaways:
1. Knowledge can come in many forms that are sometimes unrecognizable to us. We should be open to 
learning in various forms because of this.
2. In learning from reading literary art, we must critically evaluate how true what it is conveying is, and 
perhaps what experiences the author may be elucidating.
3. The benefits of writing are seemingly endless, and can be strengthened through cultivation -- in 
reflectively writing, we are potentially bringing deeper knowledge to ourselves and other people.
4. Sometimes, it is best to let experience teach us and those around us. Do not struggle to convey truth 
through language if firsthand experience is better suited to do so.
5. While we may not accept the ultimate nature of esoteric teachings, there is valuable knowledge to be 
had by using their methods and working to be an insider to the tradition.
Thank you!
